
Table 20.  Female full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields
in all institutions, by detailed field: 1993-2000

Field 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 128,919 134,720 138,154 141,508 143,989 146,525 151,485 155,316

..............Total, science and engineering fields 103,117 106,353 107,395 109,345 110,498 111,622 114,850 118,748

...............................................Sciences, total 91,920 94,775 95,893 97,518 97,990 98,795 101,327 103,871

...............................Physical sciences, total 7,725 7,768 7,657 7,536 7,428 7,357 7,570 7,761
.................................................Astronomy 190 221 214 224 204 221 218 250

..................................................Chemistry 5,739 5,795 5,732 5,661 5,608 5,499 5,644 5,749
......................................................Physics 1,739 1,673 1,621 1,561 1,537 1,575 1,636 1,693

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 57 79 90 90 79 62 72 69

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 3,547 3,787 3,880 3,854 3,860 4,070 4,313 4,438
...............................Atmospheric sciences 197 218 217 207 237 215 226 245

.............................................Geosciences 1,627 1,767 1,791 1,798 1,802 1,824 1,926 1,991
...........................................Oceanography 795 860 872 839 821 919 1,001 1,055

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 928 942 1,000 1,010 1,000 1,112 1,160 1,147

................................Mathematical sciences 4,434 4,416 4,197 4,169 3,973 3,954 4,134 4,071

.....................................Computer sciences 3,590 3,549 3,650 4,093 4,799 5,452 6,381 7,486

...................................Agricultural sciences 3,185 3,328 3,463 3,458 3,512 3,601 3,794 3,945

.............................Biological sciences, total 21,521 22,517 23,029 22,998 22,954 23,383 23,907 24,286
....................................................Anatomy 424 444 423 427 435 394 393 424

..............................................Biochemistry 2,186 2,197 2,256 2,148 2,046 2,101 2,108 2,095
......................................................Biology 4,633 4,631 4,675 4,739 5,013 4,934 4,943 4,880

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,103 1,174 1,221 1,278 1,221 1,568 1,628 1,627
.................................................Biophysics 222 216 232 240 211 198 202 217

.......................................................Botany 944 995 947 966 967 968 948 956
................................................Cell biology 1,511 1,679 1,747 1,770 1,733 1,840 2,034 2,130

.....................................................Ecology 492 562 599 581 566 595 645 653
...........................Entomology/parasitology 330 356 343 347 359 355 352 396

....................................................Genetics 879 854 830 854 892 911 937 930
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,203 2,244 2,235 2,191 2,153 2,159 2,262 2,263

.....................................................Nutrition 2,041 2,258 2,442 2,496 2,441 2,356 2,385 2,358
..................................................Pathology 589 616 631 651 693 673 695 702

...........................................Pharmacology 1,176 1,278 1,227 1,222 1,168 1,245 1,263 1,316
.................................................Physiology 894 902 982 903 859 808 803 814

.....................................................Zoology 671 698 697 675 631 621 587 581
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,223 1,413 1,542 1,510 1,566 1,657 1,722 1,944

..................................................Psychology 23,593 24,157 24,319 24,637 24,718 24,639 24,623 25,175

...................................Social sciences, total 24,325 25,253 25,698 26,773 26,746 26,339 26,605 26,709
..............................Agricultural economics 605 634 663 589 583 567 594 680

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 3,171 3,453 3,358 3,568 3,431 3,442 3,519 3,436
................Economics (except agricultural) 2,854 2,854 2,899 2,908 2,745 2,720 2,735 2,949

................................................Geography 1,060 1,091 1,093 1,081 1,139 1,146 1,150 1,079
.................................................Linguistics 1,485 1,521 1,505 1,587 1,576 1,505 1,400 1,350

.........................................Political science 7,777 7,692 7,741 7,914 7,792 7,483 7,661 7,796
...................................................Sociology 3,859 4,005 3,973 3,921 4,047 3,993 3,966 3,898

.............................Sociology/anthropology 331 415 394 362 403 374 338 324
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 3,183 3,588 4,072 4,843 5,030 5,109 5,242 5,197

..........................................Engineering, total 11,197 11,578 11,502 11,827 12,508 12,827 13,523 14,877
...............................Aerospace engineering 291 278 276 283 303 314 325 374
..............................Agricultural engineering 126 175 180 180 188 211 221 230
...............................Biomedical engineering 584 589 626 638 729 765 902 953

.................................Chemical engineering 1,171 1,196 1,229 1,324 1,370 1,397 1,396 1,549
..........................................Civil engineering 2,524 2,786 2,817 2,854 2,911 2,941 3,045 3,308

..................................Electrical engineering 2,437 2,389 2,440 2,540 2,811 3,054 3,257 3,754
....................................Engineering science 202 202 182 174 175 222 197 219

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 1,180 1,309 1,160 1,097 1,107 1,084 1,136 1,343
..............................Mechanical engineering 1,185 1,217 1,135 1,190 1,289 1,233 1,262 1,353

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 812 854 830 831 875 907 848 850
....................................Nuclear engineering 144 117 107 122 122 111 111 125

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 541 466 520 594 628 588 823 819

...........................................Total, health fields 25,802 28,367 30,759 32,163 33,491 34,903 36,635 36,568
.................................................Clinical fields 1,107 1,248 1,236 1,239 1,370 1,291 1,380 1,481

.............................................Dental sciences 319 338 389 419 493 479 458 502
..........................................................Nursing 6,329 7,305 7,854 7,867 8,136 8,063 8,366 7,863

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 926 959 952 998 1,061 1,076 1,304 1,394
........Preventive medicine/community health 3,226 3,279 3,674 3,519 3,559 4,147 4,536 4,183

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 7,444 8,017 8,369 8,903 9,122 9,336 9,597 9,713
.......................................Veterinary sciences 337 345 374 373 523 564 610 646

.........................................Other health fields 6,114 6,876 7,911 8,845 9,227 9,947 10,384 10,786

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering 


